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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the drawings filed on 
October 09, 2007, regarding claim 5, which recites: (the frame member (1 1 8) having the 
narrower width over the user's hips and having the wider at the small of the back and 
waist) must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter 
should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
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the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: claim 7, line 3 
recites: "said attachment retaining system" however, the structural limitation term should 
be "said accessory retaining system". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: claim 1 2, 
lines 2 & 3 recites: "a duty belt" however, the structural limitation term should be "an 
ergonomic duty belt". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: claim 20, line 
3 recites: "an ergonomic belt" however, the structural limitation term should be "an 
ergonomic duty belt". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

5. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: claim 20, line 
14 recites: "said attachment retaining device" however, the structural limitation term 
should be "said accessory retaining device". 
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Appropriate correction is required. 

6. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: claim 21 , line 
2 recites: "said attachment device" however, the structural limitation term should be 
"accessory retaining device". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

7. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: claim 23, 
lines 2 & 3 recites: "a duty belt" however, the structural limitation term should be "an 
ergonomic duty belt". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

8. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: claim 22, 
lines 2 & 3 recites: "a duty belt" however, the structural limitation term should be "an 
ergonomic duty belt". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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1 0. Claims 1 - 3, 5 - 9 & 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rogers (U.S. Patent Number 5722576) in view of Yewer Jr., (U.S. 
Patent Number 5586969). 

Rogers teaches the accessory retaining system (13, 16, 17, 19, 20 & 21) (See 
Figure 1); and the belt (See Figure 1) configured to allow the user to hold the variety of 
accessories (12, 40 & 41) in the desired position and orientation with increased comfort. 

However, Rogers does not disclose the pliable outer covering; the semi-rigid 
frame member parallel to the longitudinal axis of the duty belt and inside the pliable 
outer covering; the ergonomic duty belt is capably configured to form the semi-conically 
shaped section when placed about the waist of the user, and when worn by the user 
having the top edge and the bottom edge, the semi-conically shaped section top edge 
having the smaller circumference than the bottom edge. 

Yewer, Jr., teaches the pliable outer covering (18); the semi-rigid frame member 
(14) parallel to the longitudinal axis of the duty belt (12) and inside the pliable outer 
covering (18) (See Figure 1); the ergonomic duty belt (12) is capably configured to form 
the semi-conically shaped section when placed about the waist of the user (See Column 
1 , lines 34 - 38), and when worn by the user having the top edge and the bottom edge 
(See Figure 1), the semi-conically shaped section top edge having the smaller 
circumference than the bottom edge (See Column 4, lines 06-13) (See Figures 3 - 5). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill at the time the invention 
was made to make the pliable outer covering; the semi-rigid frame member parallel to 
the longitudinal axis of the duty belt and inside the pliable outer covering; the ergonomic 
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duty belt is capably configured to form the semi-conically shaped section when placed 
about the waist of the user, and when worn by the user having the top edge and the 
bottom edge, the semi-conically shaped section top edge having the smaller 
circumference than the bottom edge as taught by Yewers, Jr., with the ergonomic duty 
belt of Rogers in order to enhance user back support. 

Regarding claim 2, Rogers discloses the detachable inner belt (1 1) is capable to 
go through belt loops on a user's pants, and attaches to the ergonomic duty belt. 

Regarding claim 3, Rogers discloses the outer belt (10) attaching to the 
ergonomic duty belt (1 1 ) (See Figure 2). 

Regarding claim 5, Rogers does not disclose the frame member configured to 
match the contours of the portion of the portion of the user's body which the frame 
member engages, by having the narrower width over a user's hips and having the wider 
at the small of the back and waist. 

Yewer Jr., discloses the frame member (14) is configured to match the contours 
of the portion of the user's body which the frame member (14) engages (See Column 4, 
lines 60-61). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the frame member configured to match the contours of the 
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portion of the user's body which the frame member engages as taught by Yewer Jr., with 
the ergonomic duty belt of Rogers in order to enhance users comfort level. 

Regarding claim 6, Rogers discloses the accessory retaining system (13, 16, 17, 
1 9, 20 & 21 ) comprises the strip of attachment material (21 , 31 & 27) and at least one 
loop (30), the attachment material (21 , 31 & 27) and the loop (30) configured to connect 
and hold the outer belt (1 0) against the ergonomic duty belt (1 1 ), the outer belt (1 0) 
configured to hold the plurality of attachment devices (22) thereupon (See Column 3, 
lines 46 -56) (See Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 7, Rogers discloses the accessory retaining system (13, 16, 17, 
19, 20 & 21) comprises the plurality of vertically oriented plates (32) disposed along the 
outer surface (1 5) of the outer belt (1 0), the accessory retaining system (13, 16, 17, 19, 
20 & 21) further comprising compatibly configured attachment devices (22) configured to 
connect with the vertically oriented plates (32) (See Figures 1 & 4). 

Regarding claim 8, Rogers discloses the accessory retaining system (13, 16, 17, 
19, 20 & 21) comprises the plurality of vertically oriented plates (32) disposed along the 
outer surface (15) of the ergonomic duty belt (See Figure 1), the accessory retaining 
system (13, 16, 17, 19, 20 & 21) further comprising compatibly configured attachment 
devices (22) configured to connect with the vertically oriented plates (32) (See Figures 1 
&4). 
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Regarding claim 9, Rogers discloses the accessory retaining system (13, 16, 17, 
19, 20 & 21) comprises the track (13) extending in a generally horizontal direction along 
the portion of the ergonomic duty belt (See Figure 1), the track (13) configured to receive 
the correspondingly configured tenon (25, 26 & 33) therein, at least one of the tenons 
(25, 26 & 33) attached to the tool accessory (12) (See Figure 4). 

Regarding claim 23, Rogers discloses the plurality of vertically disposed plates 
(32) connected to the duty belt, the plates (32) defining spaces there between, the plates 
(32) and the spaces configured to receive and hold the compatibly configured attachment 
device (22) upon the ergonomic duty belt, 

Wherein the vertical plates (32) further comprise sections of the horizontal 
tracked attachment system (See horizontal track on outer belt in Figure 1) positioned 
between the section having vertical plates (32) (See Figure 1); the horizontal tracked 
attachment system (See horizontal track on outer belt in Figure 1) comprising the track 
(13) extending in the generally horizontal direction along the portion of the ergonomic 
duty belt, the track configured to receive the correspondingly configured tenon (25, 26 & 
33) therein, at least one of the tenons (25, 26 & 33) attached to the tool accessory (22) 
(See Figure 4), whereby the horizontal tracked attachment system (See horizontal track 
on outer belt in Figure 1) maintains the tool accessories (22) in the desired position and 
orientation upon the ergonomic duty belt (See Figures 1 & 4). 
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1 1 . Claims 4, 1 1 , 20 & 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rogers (U.S. Patent Number 5722576) and Yewer Jr., (U.S. Patent Number 
5586969) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Thompson (U.S. Patent 
Number 6634533). 

Rogers as modified above does not disclose the ergonomic duty belt comprising 
multiple foam layers with forms of different densities. 

Thompson teaches the ergonomic duty belt (100) comprises multiple foam layers 
(260 & 261 ) with forms of different densities (See Column 5, lines 28 - 39) (See Figure 
4). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the ergonomic duty belt comprising multiple foam layers 
with forms of different densities as taught by Thompson with the ergonomic duty belt of 
Rogers in order to enhance additional back support and users comfort level. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Rogers as modified above does not disclose the inner 
surface configured to allow varied removable attachment of the variety of padded device 
therefrom. 

Thompson discloses the inner surface (122) configured to allow varied 
removable attachment of the variety of padded devices therefrom (See Figure 2). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the inner surface configured to allow varied removable 
attachment of the variety of padded device therefrom as taught by Thompson with the 
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ergonomic duty belt of Rogers in order to enhance additional back support and users 
comfort level. 

Regarding claim 20, Rogers the inner belt (1 1 ) is capable to go through belt 
loops on a user's pants; and 

Rogers discloses the accessory retaining system (13, 16, 17, 19, 20 & 21) 
comprises the plurality of vertically oriented plates (32) disposed along the outer surface 
(15) of the outer belt (10), the accessory retaining system (13, 16, 17, 19, 20 & 21) 
further comprising compatibly configured attachment devices (22) configured to connect 
with the vertically oriented plates (32) (See Figures 1 & 4). 

However, Rogers does not disclose the ergonomic belt, further comprised of: the 
semi-rigid frame member, the semi-frame member configured to match the contours of 
the portion of the user's body which the frame member engages. 

Yewer Jr., discloses the semi-rigid frame member (14), the semi-rigid frame 
member (14) is configured to match the contours of the portion of the user's body which 
the frame member (14) engages (See Column 4, lines 60-61). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the frame member configured to match the contours of the 
portion of the user's body which the frame member engages as taught by Yewer Jr., with 
the ergonomic duty belt of Rogers in order to enhance users comfort level. 

However, Rogers does not disclose the ergonomic duty belt comprising multiple 
foam layers with forms of different densities covering the semi-rigid frame member. 
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Thompson teaches the ergonomic duty belt (100) comprised of multiple foam 
layers (260 & 261 ) with forms of different densities that is capable of covering the semi- 
rigid member (200) (See Column 5, lines 28 - 39) (See Figure 4). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the ergonomic duty belt comprising multiple foam layers 
with forms of different densities covering the semi-rigid frame member as taught by 
Thompson with the ergonomic duty belt of Rogers in order to enhance additional back 
support and users comfort level. 

However, Rogers does not disclose the pliable outer covering covering the semi- 
rigid frame member and foam; the ergonomic duty belt is capably configured to form the 
semi-conically shaped section when placed about the waist of the user, the semi- 
conically shaped section having the broader portion near its base and the narrow 
portion near its top, the ergonomic duty belt configured to allow the user to hold a 
variety of accessories in the desired position and orientation with increased comfort. 

Yewer, Jr., teaches the pliable outer covering (18) convering; the semi-rigid 
frame member (14) and foam; the ergonomic duty belt (12) is capably configured to 
form the semi-conically shaped section when placed about the waist of the user (See 
Column 1 , lines 34 - 38), the semi-conically shaped section having the broader portion 
near its base and the narrow portion near its top, the ergonomic duty belt configured to 
allow the user to hold a variety of accessories in the desired position and orientation 
with increased comfort (See Column 4, lines 06-13) (See Figures 3 - 5). 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill at the time the invention 
was made to make the pliable outer covering covering; the semi-rigid frame member 
and foam; the ergonomic duty belt is capably configured to form the semi-conically 
shaped section when placed about the waist of the user, the semi-conically shaped 
section having the broader portion near its base and the narrow portion near its top, the 
ergonomic duty belt configured to allow the user to hold a variety of accessories in the 
desired position and orientation with increased comfort as taught by Yewers, Jr., with 
the ergonomic duty belt of Rogers in order to enhance user back support. 

Regarding claim 21 , Rogers discloses the accessory attachment device (13, 16, 
17, 19, 20 & 21) further comprises at least one connection section the connection 
section comprised of the track (13) extending in the generally horizontal direction along 
the portion of the ergonomic duty belt (See Figure 1), the track (13) configured to 
receive the corresponding configured tenon (25, 26 & 33) therein, at least one of the 
tenons (25, 26 & 33) attached to the tool accessory (12) (See Figures 1 & 4). 

12. Claims 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 19 & 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Guibord (U.S. Patent Number 6701534 B2) in view ofTaragos (U.S. 
Patent Number 5537709). 

Guibord discloses the plurality of vertically disposed plates (60 & 66) connected 
to the duty belt (10, 30 & 50), the plates (60 & 66) defining spaces there between, the 
plates (60 & 66) and the spaces configured to receive and hold the compatibly 
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configured attachment device upon the ergonomic duty belt (10, 30 & 50), the plates (60 
& 66) having the generally flat top and the beveled side edge, connected to the belt by 
the rail section with the square cross-section (See Column 3, lines 40 - 46) (See 
Figures 1, 4, 5 & 6). 

However, Guibord does not disclose the beveled side edge. 

Taragos teaches the plate (38) having bevel side edges (See Figures 3 & 4). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill at the time the invention 
was made to make the plate having bevel side edges as taught by Taragos with the 
ergonomic duty belt of Rogers in order to enhance adequate anchoring and prevent the 
articles from accidentally being removed. 

Regarding claim 13, Guibord discloses the vertically oriented plates (60 & 66) are 
configured received and hold the tenon (75) within the space defined by the plates (60 & 
66), the tenon (75) further comprising the tab configured to interact with the plate (66) 
so as to allow the accessory device having the tenon (75) to be placed in a desired 
position and orientation upon the ergonomic duty belt (10, 30 & 50) (See Figure 4). 

Regarding claim 14, Guibord discloses the slotted attachment device (70), the 
slotted attachment device (70) having the body (72), the body defining the slot (See 
area between (70 & 75) in Figure 4), the slot (See area between (70 & 75) in Figure 4) 
configured to receive at least the portion of one of the vertically oriented plates (66) 
therein, whereby the accessory (73) that is connected to the slotted attachment device 
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(70) can be removably attached and removed from the ergonomic duty belt (10, 30 & 
50) (See Figure 4). 

Regarding claim 15, Guibord discloses the vertically disposed plated (66) define 
grooves (69) therein and wherein each slotted attachment devices (70) further comprise 
the tab (75), the tab (75) configured to be inserted within at least one of the grooves 
(69) and to hold the slotted attachment device (70) upon the vertically oriented plates 
(66) (See Figure 4). 

Regarding claim 16, Guibord discloses the connection system (See Figure 5) 
further comprises the screw (See Screws in Figure 5), the screw (See Screws in Figure 
5) configured to engage and hold the slotted attachment devices (70) upon the vertically 
oriented plate (68) (See Figure 5) 

Regarding claim 19, Guibord discloses the vertical plates (60 & 66) are 
connected in sections to the base plate (60 & 66), and the base plate (60 & 66) is 
connected to the ergonomic duty belt (10, 30 & 50) (See Figures 1 & 2). 

Regarding claim 22, claim 22 is a combination of claims 12, 14, 15 and 16. 
Therefore, See claims 12, 14, 15 and 16 rejection above. 
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Response to Arguments 

1 3. Applicant's arguments filed October 09, 2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues, Thompson does not disclose the semi-rigid member that goes 
through the longitudinal axis of the belt. 

Examiner disagrees, Thompson teaches the semi-rigid member (200) that has 
longitudinal axis. The semi-rigid member (200) of Thompson extends vertical from the 
top to the bottom of the belt (See Figure 2). 

Applicant argues, Guibord does not disclose the belt plates have a generally flat 
top and a beveled side edge connected to the belt by a pedestal with a square cross- 
section. 

Examiner disagrees, Guibord teaches the belt plates (60A) have a generally flat 
top and have beveled side edges connected to the belt (81) with a square cross-section 
(See Figures 3, 4, 5 & 6). 

Applicant argues, Roger does not disclose that the inner belt may fit through the 
belt loops. 

Examiner disagrees, Roger teaches an inner belt (1 1 ) that is capable of passing 
through belt loops of a user's pants. 
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Applicant argues, there is no reason or suggestion to combine the features of 
Thompson and Eddy. 

In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the 
references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention 
where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the 
references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071 , 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988) and In re 
Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). 

Examiner disagrees, Eddy teaches the outer belt (112) that attaches to the 
ergonomic duty belt (12) (See Figure 2). 

In this case, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the outer belt that attaches to the ergonomic 
duty belt as taught by Eddy with the ergonomic duty belt of Thompson in order to 
enhance and provide additional back support. 

Applicant argues, there is no reason or suggestion to combine the features of 
Thompson, Eddy and Rogers. 

In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the 
references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention 
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where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the 
references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071 , 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988) and In re 
Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). 

Examiner disagrees, in this case, Thompson teaches the ergonomic duty belt 
comprising: 

the semi-rigid frame member (200), the semi-rigid frame member (200) 
configured to match the contours of the portion of the user's body which the frame 
member engages (See Figure 3); the plurality of form layers (260 & 261) comprised of 
foams of different densities covering the semi-rigid frame member (200) (See Column 5, 
lines 28 - 39) (See Figure 4), and the pliable outer covering (250) covering the semi- 
rigid frame member (200) and the foam (See Figures 2, 3 & 4); the ergonomic duty belt 
(100) configured to form the semi-conically shaped section when placed about the waist 
of the user, the semi-conically shaped section having the broader portion near its base 
and the narrower portion near its top (See Column 4, lines 25 - 32), the ergonomic duty 
belt (100) configured to allow the user to hold the variety of accessories in the desired 
position and orientation with increased comfort. 

Roger teaches an inner belt (1 1 ) that is capable of passing through belt loops of 
a user's pants. 

Guibord teaches the belt having the attachment retaining system (See Figure 1) 
comprises the plurality of vertically oriented plates (60 & 66) disposed along the outer 
surface of the belt, the attachment retaining system (See Figure 1) further comprising 
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compatibly configured attachment devices configured to connect with the vertically 
oriented plates (60 & 66) (See Column 3 -lines 40 - 46) (See Figures 1 , 4 & 5). 

Therefore, all the claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in 
the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods with no 
change in their respective functions, and the combination would have yielded 
predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. 

Conclusion 

14. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LESTER L. VANTERPOOL whose telephone number is 
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(571)272-8028. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:30 - 
5:00) EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on 571-272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Lester L. Vanterpool/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3782 

/Nathan J. Newhouse/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3782 



